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Introduction

Huali XIONG 熊华丽
VP Chinese & Chinese Bilingual Programme

• Chinese and Singaporean;
• Taught ELL and CLL; 
• 35th year in education; 
• 18th in international schools;
• 4th year at CIS



Who are we?
- Programme type
- Curriculum Leadership; Teachers; Students
- Entry requirement



Agenda 
Who are we?

How do we teach? 

Where are we? 

What can parents do?



Types of Bilingual Programmes
(from Baker, 2001, p. 194)

Type of 
Programme

Students Language of
the classroom

Societal and 
Educational 
Aim

Aim in 
Language
Outcome

Immersion Language 
Majority

Bilingual with
Initial Emphasis 
on L2

Pluralism and
Enrichment

Bilingualism &
Biliteracy

Maintenance/
Heritage
Language

Language 
Minority

Bilingual with 
Emphasis on L1

Maintenance,
Pluralism and
Enrichment

Bilingualism &
Biliteracy 

Two-
Way/Dual
Language

Mixed 
Language 
Minority
& Majority

Minority and 
Majority 

Maintenance,
Pluralism and
Enrichment

Bilingualism &
Biliteracy
(Bicultural)



Curriculum leaders
Deputy head of school, curriculum;
PYP coordinators;
VP Chinese; Chinese literacy coaches;

Teachers
Highly qualified and experienced international teachers;

Students
English and Chinese speaking students;

–28% Chinese N or NN
–90% English N or NN



English Chinese

Grade 2 Phase 2 Stage 2

Grade 3 Phase 3 Stage 3

Grade 4 Phase 4 Stage 4

JK to Gr. 1
- Native or near native of either language

Gr.5 to Gr. 6 
- Native or near native of both languages

Gr.2 to Gr.4 
- Native or near ative of one and the “CIS level” of the other

Student Entry Requirement



How do we teach?

- Unit of Inquiry (UOI)
- Mathematics 
- Literacy



UOI – Mainstream vs. Bilingual 



UOI – Chinese vs. English



UOI in Chinese



UOI in Chinese



UOI in Chinese



Mathematics



Example: Grade 3 
画蛇添足;少年华佗;看医生;奇妙的人体

Central Idea: Bodies are made up of systems that work 
together to keep us healthy. 

The ways different body systems work - function
Connections between body systems - connection
Ways we can keep our body healthy - responsibilities



Daily Language Acquisition

• Grouping 
Students are grouped according to language proficiency level

• Focus 
More focus is on teaching the language and about the language

• Daily lesson
This ensures that students have access to Chinese every day

• To make it 50:50
Our program is 50:50 in both languages. As some single subjects, CCA 
and grade level activities are mostly done in English, this helps to make it 
more balanced.



Where are we? 
- Our achievement - MAP
- Chinese guided reading program 
- Homework 



GRADE CIS	Mean	RIT Bilingual	Mean	RIT

Grade	3 204.1 203.6
Grade	4 211.8 213.5
Grade	5 219.2 225.5

MAP Test Analysis May 2017

Reading



GRADE CIS	Mean	RIT Bilingual	Mean	RIT

Grade	3 208.1 208.5
Grade	4 221.8 221.8
Grade	5 232.8 233.9

MAP Test Analysis May 2017

Mathematics



Chinese Assessment
Youth Chinese Test
Grade 1- 6 students took Level 1 – 4 in the past. Will take 
Level 5   this year.

AAPPL Test
Grade 3 – 5 students took Form B last year. Some will take 
Form A this year.



Chinese literacy -
Guided Reading Programme 36 Levels



Chinese literacy goal/ 
Chinese Hanzi for each grade



Chinese Homework Guide
Grade Total Weekly 

Chinese 
Literacy，Math, UOI

SK 25 minutes ( 5 minutes a day)

Grade 1 50 minutes ( 10 minutes a day)

Grade 2 75 minutes ( 15 minutes a day)

Grade 3 75 minutes ( 15 minutes a day)

Grade 4 100 minutes ( 20 minutes a day)

Grade 5 120 minutes ( 25 minutes a day)

Grade 6 150 minutes ( 30 minutes a day)



What can parents do?



1. Read for pleasure with your children in 
YOUR language

2. Read about the UOI’s in YOUR language

3. Show your excitement –

be very generous with your praises and words of 
encouragement.



Common goal for teachers and parents:



Thank you 

for 

your trust and support !

熊华丽
huali.xiong@cis.edu.sg


